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Historicatarchaeographic introduction

Rl SEEiy 5 eOW dyujMSs] ftjHdmdss

Abstract

Jigetia is known to have been a littoral area in the reaitern part of the Black
Sea. It bordered Abkhazia indlEast, Ubykhia in the West, and the Main Caucasus
Range in the North.

Apart from AJigeti ao, whi ch comes f
ASadzeno (derived from fAiSadzo) i s some
the Abaza tribe (the Abaza, Abkhaand Jigets) and, just like the rest of the tribe,
followed aristocracy as their principal form of governance. Up until 1785, despite the
areaos adherence to pagani s m, t he Ji
Christianso. S u b subjertecetforded Islamizdtien. ar ea wa S

Jigetia was divided into two paris mountainous and littoral. Mountainous
Jigetia was known as MAMedoveyo, and it
Medovey had several populated localities, such as Pskhoo, AigbaAdmosou.
TheMedoveyans were governed by the Marshaniya princes; members of the same
princely family ruled over Tsebelda (a mountainous area in Abkhazia) as well.
Among the large populated localities in littoral Jigetia worthy of mention were
TsandripshGechba, Aredba, Tsvidzha, and Baga. The littoral area was governed by
princes. The area had several powerful princely families, such as the Gech,
Anchebadze, Aredbej, and Tsanbayev familidge overall population of Jigetia was
about 20,00@about5,000 rouseholdk

During the Caucasus War (1811B64), a portion of the Jigets (the Anchebadze
family) moved to Abkhazia. In the miti 8 6 0 s the areads moul
and resettled in Turkey. As a result, Jigetia eventually ceased to exist as &esepara
entity.
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